CLSA-Notes from the Prez Constance Stager

Happy
S Holidays/

Well we have almost made it to the end of another year. It is time now for all of us to do
what we do best this time of yeari catch up with friends, family, and eat way too much!

As 2011 comes to a close I would like to thank everyone for their hard work this year.
At the beginning of the year we had a great confer-
ence thanks to the work of BJ Anderson and the con-
ference planning committee. Gloria Tomich, as
CLSA President, and Mary Lashinski as Region XI
Dlrectokr' did a great job of keeping to organization
on track!

In July Gloria and Mary handed over the reigns to
me and Shellie Smith during the National ASCLS
conference in Atlanta. This was my first National
Conference and I must say it was a great experience.
I meet other members of my profession from all over
the country to learn from them and share experi-
ences. | think this was also a great experience for the
students who attended. What a wonderful introduc-
tion to the profession! I should also mention that our
own BJ Anderson won an award at the National
Meeting for her fund raising efforts for Project Ac-
cess. Congratulations to BJ and all those who contributed!

Since the National meeting CLSA members have been hard at work. Shellie Smith lead
the Region IX conference back in October and has been hard at work keeping the Re-
gion IX presidents on task. Gloria Tomich has been leading the conference planning
committee for our 2012 conference. She has been hard at work lining up speakers and
organizing the venue. Organizing the conference is a lot of work and we all really appre-
ciate the efforts of Gloria and the other planning committee members.

Looking forward into 2012 we have a lot of activities ahead of us. As I mentioned
above, we have the 2012 conference March 28, 29, & 30, 2012, you can read more
about that on %aége 2. Members of CLSA will also be attending the Legislative Sympo-
sium March 19th and 20th in Washington to advocate for our interests as a profession.
Individuals from CLSA will also be representing us next year in at the National ASCLS
meeting and Region IX.

Once the holidays are over I would like to invite all of our members to think about be-
coming involved in some of the leadership activities. Speaking from personal experi-

ence, involvement can be a great way to meet people, make new friends, learning more
about your profession, cultivate new skills, and to expand your horizons. Also volun-
teering does not ave to take up a | ot
I think you will find that you get a significant return on your investment!



2012 CLSA Conference

Gloria Tomich

The annual CLSA Conference is scheduled for March 28, 29, & 30, 2012 at the
Sheraton Hotel in Anchorage. Our theme this year is Patient Safety T The Final
Frontier. The conference planning committee is working on a great 3 day pro-
gram with lots of variety to meet the educational needs of rural and urban labo-
ratory professionals. Highlights to date for this conference are:

Keynote Address I ASCLS President Catherine Otto. She will also lead a 3
hour interactive session on measuring patient safety.

Silent Auction for Food Bank of Alaska

2 days of exhibits in the Howard Rock

p—
STAR TREK i i
SiE ApuT, il Ballroorp, we aim to have it full.
ONE TREKKIE. /' foom 4e 6P During the Wedne
reception we wil

costume contest so dig out your favor-
ite to wear.

Thursday
followed by a show

eveningbs social event w

at the UAA Planetarium.

- T

The complete program will be
available by February 1, but in
the meantime reserve the dates
to attend the conference!

I can be contacted if you have

suggestions for the conference
in general or would like to rec-
ommend a speaker that can be

contacted.

MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENCE

Gloria Tomich
CLSA Conference Chair
907-786-6939 (Anchorage)
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Recruit A New Member!
Be An ASCLS Star!
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Every clinical laboratorian de
serves the professional bene
fits of ASCLS!

T Award winning publica- [t
tions

T Membersonly discounts
for continuing education, re-
sources, references and tool4

T Professional & Regulatoty
Advocacy

I Grassroots benefits at thf

local, state, and regional levels
a)

T Aninstant professional
family of thousands

T Cutting edge resources
and updates

T Leadership development]

1 Discounted services
credit cards, hotels, insuranc
programs and more
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ShareASCLS's VOICE, VALUE
VISIONwith your professional
friends and colleagues! We all
benefit when ASCLS grows! The
more members we have in
Alaska, the stronger our profes-
sional voice is here at home.

=

Recruitment tips & tools can
be found at:

http://www.ascls.org
http://www.CLSA.org/

Join Online at:

https://ascls.siteym.com/?page=Join

CLSA TURN-AROUND-TIMES
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Licensure Bill Heidi Mannion

Dear CLSA Members

On November 26th | sent a letter to the legislators informing them that
the CLSA members had voted to continue pursuing licensure. Attached
to the letter were copies of the previous bill and the bill that was re-
vised based on input from laboratory professionals. In the letter | asked

the legislators for their support and/or sponsorship of the bill. Senator
Wielechowski responded the next day he would support the bill and was willing to co -sponsor it
once we found a sponsor to write the draft bill.

Michael del Mundo is revising the CLSA website, he has added a button on the menu for Alaska
Licensure. The page contains links to the previous bill, the current draft bill, the letter sent to the
legislators and links to help you locate who your legislators are and how to contact them.

Sponsors of previous bills have indicated that we need to have CLSA members, laboratory pro-

fessionals and members of the community contact them asking them to support/sponsor the bill.
Letters from the licensure committee and the Board are not enough. Please take a few minutes

to send the following message to your legislators:

Dear Senator/ Representative

Heidi Mannion, Chair of the CLSA Licensure Committee sent an email to you on November 26th
asking that you support and/or sponsor a bill to license medical laboratory science professionals.
A copy of the letter, previous draft bill and current draft bill as well as medical laboratory science
professional organizations' position paperscan be found on the Clinical Laboratory Science of
Alaska website at www.clsaonline.org. As a laboratory professional and voter in your district | am
asking that you review the documents and consider her request.

Sincerely,

We also need you to ask your co-workers who are
not CLSA members to contact their legislators as
well as your friends and family members. Friends
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and family members can use the same e-mail, just
delete laboratory professional.

These e-mails need to be sent as soon as possible so that the bill can be drafted and submitted
by the opening of the Legislative Session.
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Legislative and Regulatory Updates from the Government Action Committee:
Elissa Passiment (Executive Vice President)

Budget Reduction Proposal Update:

At the time of the GAC meeting, there had not been any updates from bipartisan &
House and Senate fAsuper - Htrilionihadde e O

tional deficit reduction cuts (over the next 10 years). This committee had until L -~
November 23™ to come up with this budget cutting package. Congress then would “
have had the opportunity to vote it "up" or "down" by their holiday recess in late \/
December. If the package is voted down, President Obama will be required to @
implement what is called "sequestration" in which case all items in the federal
budget (with the exception of Medicaid) will be cut by 2% across the board for 10 years starting in 2013.
Not e: Since our meeting the Asuper committeeo w
are either in the hands of the entire Congress or the automatic sequestration will occur in January 2013.

Laboratory Developed Test Legislation:

H.R. 3207, The Modernizing Laboratory Test Standards for Patients Act of 2011 would amend the Public
Health Service Act to create a pathway for premarket notification and review of laboratory-developed tests.
The bill is sponsored by Congressman Michael Burgess (R-TX,) a physician and member of the House Energy
and Commerce Committee. The discussion draft has been provided to key stakeholder laboratory groups to
review and discuss the implications of this proposed legislation. GAC Discussion: At this time ASCLS has
chosen to stay silent on this legislation.

HHS Proposes Broad Patient Rights to Access Clinical Laboratory Test §) Fehetmad
Result Reports e I | st ]

My Laoratary Results

Detl ey

November 14, 2011 was the deadline to submit comments on the proposed
regulation that would amend the CLIA regulations to allow laboratories to
give a patient his/her individual test result reports on request. At the same
time, the proposed rule would el|_ . .
individual 6s access to | aborator .

GAC Discussion: There is support for the intent of the regulation that labora- |:
tory test results should be available to patients. Discussion ensued around the
best process to provide this information to patients. Each laboratory would
need to determine this process with HIPPA regulations that need to be main-
tained.

Mr. Panning did solicit additional input from GAC members and the ASCLS
Administration SA. Ms. Passiment will send comments on behalf of ASCLS
stated that we support the intent of the regulation but have concerns that they
have underestimated the cost of implementation and that 140 days is not enough time to implement this pro-
posal.
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Looking to 2012¢.

Call for Abstracts

Here is your chance to share your work:

Submit an abstract for oral or poster presentation at 2012 annual meeting; submission deadline is April 1,
2012.

Poster competition - Submit an abstract for onsite poster competition; undergraduate & graduate students and
professional members are eligible; submission deadline is April 1, 2012.

Go to http://www.ascls.org/?page=Annual Meeting to find out more.

2012 Legislative Symposium

ASCLS IS PROUD TO WORK WITH CLMA, ASCP, and AMT on the 2012 Legislative Symposium.
Joining an ASCLS tradition since 1989, CLMA, ASCP and AMT members will meet with their
Representatives and Senators on Capitol Hill as a unified front on behalf of our profession. We need you!! 1
committed laboratory professionals and leaders I to come to Washington to provide a visible and informed
voice and make our concerns known inside Congress!

Issue Briefings and Seminars

- Medicare Reimbursement, Bundling
- Personnel Shortage

- Co-Payments, Fee Schedule Cuts

- DOL/HRSA Allied Health Initiatives

Education, Experience, Leadership

A key component of the Legislative Symposium is a guided education in the "how-t 0 s 0 of | o
sessions will familiarize you with the organizational structure of Congressional offices, committees and staff.
You will be coached on presentation techniques specifically tailored for the political environment.
Newcomers will know what to expect and what to do when they arrive on Capitol Hill for appointments on
day two. Everyone will return home from Washington with first-hand knowledge of the political system in
action and confidence knowing you can make a difference.

REGISTRATION FEE
Registered by February 15 [$195
Registered After February 15[$250

SCHEDULE

Monday, March 19: Registration/Continental Breakfast 7:30am, Sessions 8:00am-5:00pm, Wine Reception
6:00pm

Tuesday, March 20: Social Breakfast 7:00am, Capitol Hill Appointments 9:00am-12:00pm, Departure
12:30pm
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Also: Check us out on Facebook!
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